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Bergdoll’s house and dairy farm c1950’s
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Lots of milk trucks ready to go 
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Above:  c1907 – Boothwyn train station stop on 
Chichester Ave. Note the Milk Cans, must be Bergdoll’s 
Below Left:  August 1936 newspaper Ad 

Above: Sept 1936 newspaper article.  
A family business, the Bergdoll’s were 
proud of the health of their cows and 
let everyone know it.  
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Quart Bottles like 
the one shown on 

the left were a 
popular delivery 
item. From the 

1940’s through the 
1950’s, the orange 
Pyro was used for 

advertising products 
and sending 

messages to their 
customers. This 
bottle speaks of  

Years of Experience 
1899-to-1954 

The ½ Pint on the 
right attempts 

comedy as the stork 
deliveries the baby: 

Listen Pal! 
I hope they have 
Bergdoll's Dairy 

Milk where you are 
taking me! 
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Above and below are an assortment of 
Bergdoll bottle labels, cartons and caps. 

An unusual mini 
coffee creamer 
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Left: April 1935 newspaper 
article. John C was a big 
baseball fan and dedicated a 
part of the farm to a baseball 
field. The article indicates 
their success as a team. 
Bottom: July 1956 newspaper 
article. The Bergdoll’s on their 
porch, John C is arranging 
articles about the Bergdoll 
team. Complete article on 
following page. 
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Left: Apr 8, 1965  
Obituary for John C 
Bergdoll. 
Below: Apr 30, 1965 
Ad in newspaper telling 
of commitment to the 
future but later falls 
short. 
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Left: Dec 1967,  
A little more than 2 
years after John’s death, 
the first fire broke out at 
the Bergdoll farm. 
Below: May 1968, 
A second major fire 
occurred about 5 
months after the first. 
Note: the farm was 
vacant since 1965 as 
operations were sold off 
to Baldwin Frankford 
Dairies in 1965, right 
after the death of John 
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Left: Dec 1972,  
The end of an era, with 
Bergdoll field on its 
way out, Willowbrook 
will come in shortly 
after, about 2 years later 
leaving no trace of the 
Bergdoll Farm left. 
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The Bergdoll Cousins from Philadelphia 
 
 
John C Bergdoll’s grandfather George was cousins with Louis Bergdoll of Philadelphia. 
The Philadelphia Bergdoll family became well-known through the Louis Bergdoll and 
Sons Brewing Co., founded in 1849 by George’s cousin Louis. During its peak operating 
period, the Bergdoll brewery produced one of the most popular beers in the country.  In 
spite of Prohibition, the company did not actually dissolve until 1951.  The Bergdoll 
estates were valued at several million dollars.  
 
The grandsons of Louis, Grover Cleveland and Erwin Bergdoll, took advantage of the 
good fortune brought to them from Louis Bergdoll and Sons Brewing Co. to venture into 
many things such as starting their own car company, racing in the early Indianapolis 500 
and even buying a plane from the Wright Brothers. They were notorious throughout 
Philadelphia and Delaware County for flying planes and police chases. 
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Above: Car Ad for a 
1912 Bergdoll ‘40’. 
Bergdoll cars were only 
built in 1908 to 1913. 
The ‘40’ represented 40 
horsepower. It was 
made in 1912 and 1913. 
Left: Grover’s #8 car 
won the 1909 Fairmont 
Park Race. This photo 
was taken in his 
d i i hil
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Top: 1910 photo of a Bergdoll racer. 
Right: Car badge from a Bergdoll ‘30’, 
made from 1908 to 1912 and of course 
was 30 horsepower. 
Below: Grover and Erwin bought a plane 
and received flying lessons from the 
Wright Brothers. They were some of the 
earliest aviators in Delaware County using 
an airfield that is now the Manoa 
Shopping Center. 
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Possibly the most famous Philadelphia Bergdoll was Grover Cleveland Bergdoll, 1893-
1966, who earned a nation-wide reputation when he dodged the draft during World War 
I.  He fled to Germany and dodged the draft there when German authorities demanded 
that he join their military.  After years in exile, Grover returned to America in 1939, was 
tried, and sent to prison.  He was released in 1946. 

Grover spent most of his later years under psychiatric supervision.  Grover's son, Alfred, 
and lawyer, David Meade White, became his guardians after his incapacitation.  Grover 
Cleveland Bergdoll died on 27 January 1966. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: 1942 press photo of a Grover 
Cleveland Bergdoll (on left). Handcuffed 
and serving time for dodging the draft for 
World War I. 
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John C Bergdoll 
1882-1965 

An Upper Chichester Icon 


